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The Moving Spotlight 

PRIVATE ARMIES: Here is 
a sample reason why there’s tension 
in Europe,—underneath the con- 
stant political crises in France 
there is the fearful and disturbing 
fact that two large well-armed 
private armies exist underground 
in the French Republic. These 
forces, ready to spring at each 
other’s throats, are the Commu- 
nists and the secret militia of 
Gen. Charles De Gaulle. Of course 
private armies and private posses- 
sion of arms is supposedly outlaw- 
ed by the Republic,—nevertheless, 
backing Gen. De Gaulle are bands 
of young men, chiefly former sol- 
diers, who are prepared to follow 
the general in whatever coup he 
might attempt. The Communists 
likewise rely upon the fact that 
nearly all of the former resistance 
forces, men skilled in military 
technique, sabotage and_ revolu- 
tionary violence, also maintain 
contact with the regional “cells” 
of the Communists. The World- 
over Press reports that training is 
given surreptitiously behind closed 
doors in headquarters frequently 
shifted and sometimes in “holidav 
camps.” 


MILITARY PENETRATION: 
In our last issue, we referred to 
the American military penetration 
of Turkey. The details of this 
flanking movement of American 
military power against Russia have 
heen almost entirely suppressed 
but they represent one of the most 
significant developments of the 
hour. By watching many publica- 
tions of military affairs, we have 
gleaned the following from author- 
itative sources: that we recently 
gave Turkey some modern sub- 
marines; that large numbers of 
Turkish officers and men are being 
trained the U. S.; that 
American instructors are teaching 
the Turkish army of almost a mil- 


now in 


lion men how to handle American 
guns, drive American tanks, fly 
(continued on NEXT page) 


"HE QUESTION is often asked: Is Between The Lines pacifist ? The 

answer is,—No, we do not uphold the pacifist position because our 
job is reporting and interpreting rather than promoting one segment 
of Christian viewpoint. Some of our readers are pacifists,—thousands of 
thers are not. We seek to serve both with what they need—information, 
sight for the side of the picture that is kept in darkness. But all Chris- 
tian thought must recognize the utter futility and insanity of war. 
Just as the Russians have found that they cannot promote communisin 
with guns, so we must recognize that the evils of communism cannot 
be removed by war. 

Pacifism is the complete renunciation of any physical force in 
human relations. While most Christians feel that physical force still has 
some place in the scale of human action,—yet the time has come when 
all Christians must unite on the realization that the use of physical force 
as an insrument of international policy, with the wastefulness, deception 
and hatreds such a policy always requires, must be abandoned or we 
will perish. To that nearer point of achievement, we are dedicated. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


O WAR: In spite of the high pitched U. S.-Russian tensions which 

have had America feeling for months that we were on the brink 
of an awful precipice, it now seems convincingly evident that the present 
prolonged crisis is in reality the final fraying out of a brand of military 
diplomacy that America unfortunately inaugurated and at which the 
Russians have excelled us, for they are more favorably situated and con- 
stituted for such a contest. 

Our military thrusts to block communism dare go no further than 
our disguised military occupation of Greece and Turkey,—and the Rus- 
sians dare go no further in their counter thrusts than their stand in 
Czechoslovakia and Berlin. Each has out-maneuvered and out-flanked 
the other and arrived at a stalemate. The Americans hear all about 
the stalemate, but little of America’s part in creating it. It has been 
a soldier’s paradise, but a diplomat’s heil. For clever fianking and coun- 
ter-maneuvering is the professional soldier’s lifetime game, and it is 
great fun with maps and beer, but awful for the people when armies 
of boys take the place of thumb tacks, and bloody roads, ruined farms 
and battered cities replace the maps. 

But behind this stalemate is one big glaring fact, something that 
none of the hot-breathed war and hate propagandists want to face— 
the fact that neither Russia nor the U. S. dare have a war now. The 
very military men on both sides who have brought this stalemate into 
being are the ones who know this fact best. 

Russia suffered horribly from the last war—between 20 and 30 
millions dead—untold destruction and economic dislocation,—a holo- 
caust from which they have not recovered. If invaded, however, their 
enormous manpower, courage and geographic advantages would still 
make them almost unconquerable. But they would soon be disastrously 
weak in offensive warfare, and the Bolshevik rulers who have been so 
cruel in their dealings—even with their own people—know that another 
war would certainly hurl them out of power. They could temporarily 
unite their country if Russia were under attack, but in the chaos and 
destruction of another terrible modern conflict the Politburo would have 
little chance to survive. 

The U. S. also cannot wage a successful war against Russia at 
this time or in the near future. We would have to wage that war far from 
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Conservation Threat 

While we worry about the atomic 
bomb, an even greater menace to 
the life of America is already at 
work. It is the destruction of our 
forests and woodlands by past and 
present lumbering methods. Sev- 
eral congressmen, Republicans as 
well as Democrats, have become 
alarmed over this situation and 
have been endeavoring to enlarge 
Federal conservation machinery— 
but most such efforts are fought 
by the lumber interests. And al- 
though Republican congressmen 
have been active in the cause, the 
Federal conservation program is 
frequently branded as “socialistic” 
or “communistic” by the high-pow- 
ered, highly-paid lumber lobby 
which seeks to curb and strangle 
conservation efforts by working 
against appropriations. 

When the timber is stripped 
from large areas, the land is left 
wide open to destructive fires and 
erosion. The water supply of the 
whole western part of the U. S. is 
in an increasingly serious condi- 
tion. largely because of such wide- 
spread devastation, according to 
Federal forest authorities. Wood- 
land areas conserve and control 
water fiow through natural pro- 
cesses. Land stripped bare and left 
to erosion cannot hold the rainfall 
and the water goes racing off with 
its usefulness lost,—then alternat- 
ing floods and droughts follow. 
Under the Federal conservation 
program, trained foresters advise 
the owners of forest lands on the 
amount of wood to be cut and even 
help them plan the cutting and re- 
moval of timber. At the same time 
they urge owners to leave the 
smaller trees to attain full growth, 
and to replant new trees where 
timber has been removed and thus 
save the timber land from total 
deforestation—which still is the 
practice of most lumbering com- 
panies. 

But the work of the Federal con- 
servation men is branded as inter- 
fering with “free enterprise and 
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Conservation Threat 
(continued) 
capitalism!” And yet if lumber 
interests which have in the past 
been little more than “lumber 
pirates”—often securing their tim- 
bering rights through political in- 
trigue trickery — continue 
their devastation of our resources, 
we will fuce a widening are of dis- 
aster already made evident in many 
areas by the alternating scourges 
of droughts and floods—the signs 
of nature’s distress. Soil special- 
ists state that it will take 600 
years to reclaim the thus 
cursed by erosion and deforesta- 

tion. 

Much the same pattern prevails 
in the destruction of soil through 
over-grazing. Huge sheep and cat- 
tle ranches in the West, many 
owned by eastern corporations or 


and 


soil 


other wealthy interests, have been 
securing the grazing rights on 
great tracts of government land 
in the Rocky Mountain area and 
other western sections. The Goy- 
ernment has endeavored to limit 
the amount of cattle that can be 
grazed per acre to prevent the land 
from being over-grazed and thus 
being reduced to a dusty barren 
wasteland. But again the Federal 
conservation authorities are 
cused of interfering with “free en- 
terprise,” of being “socialistic and 
communistie.” . These interests 
with their powerful representatives 
in Washington—sometimes even 
congressmen who have become the 
political harlots of wealth rather 
than the representatives of the 
people—have forced the Govern- 
ment regulations to be abridged, 
over-looked or disregarded with 
the result that great tracts of land 
have been and are being disastrous- 
ly over-grazed. Conditions are be- 
ing created that will take genera- 
tions if not centuries to restore. 

If you want further information 
on these abuses of our natural re- 
sources, go to the reference room 
of any large public library or ask 
your nearest county farm agent to 
get Government literature for you. 


ac- 





COLLEGE DRINKING: Penn- 
sylvania State College made a 
study of drinking among college 
girls and discovered that college 
girls who drink have more dates 
but fewer of them become engaged 
and married than non-drinkers. A 
study made of 336 university wo- 
men in the co-ed institution re- 
vealed also that most of the girls 
who drink did so with the know- 
ledge of their parents, and that 
the traditional tea party has given 
way to the cocktail party, a popu- 
lar function among the campus 
belles. But when the male student 
quits playing around and starts 
hunting for his mate, he is much 
more likely to hunt for the girl 
who does not drink at all. 


X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


home. We could not defeat the Communist armies just by bombing 
crowded cities and killing millions of helpless women and children who 
are themselves the first victims of communism. If we did that, we would 
only unite Russia all the more desperately and arouse the indignation of 
the whole world against us as heartless merciless people. In our military 
planning circles, there’s talk of delivering enough quick knock-out blows 
with our atom bombs to put Russia out of a war. But those who know 
Russia best doubt that this could be done and say further that such 
a slaughter of innocent people would only drive the Russians closer 
together and unite most of the world against us. Then to get at the 
Russian armies and air power we would have to attack and invade Rus- 
sia... and many of our own miliary leaders are convinced that such an 
effort could only end in a terrible, costly futile stalemate (See Between 
The Lines, April 12, 1948). 

E’°D FIGHT ALONE: Then another outstanding fact that is 

being kept quiet is that if we fight Russia, we fight alone. The 
Italians and Germans would never join us; the French have already 
made it plain that they will side with us diplomaticaily but will not 
fight; China and India are much more friendly to Russia than to us; 
the Seandinavian countries would be helpless. That leaves just the 
impoverished British Isles and ourselves! Thus while these viewpoints 
and facts, so visible behind the scenes, are being kept from the eye of 
the public and ignored by the drum beaters on the air and in the press, 
it is over-whelmingly evident that the men who have it in their power 
to make war in either Moscow or Washington won’t dare do it. And 
even if some incidence should spark off the conflict, you would see 
frantic efforts to smooth over the episode. 

So there is real hope in this: Military diplomacy has played it- 
self out—war is the only thing left and war is impossible, as the mili- 
tary diplomats know best of all. 

Since this materialistic, short-sighted approach, which the Com- 
munists by nature have used and which unfortunately we have emu- 
lated, has exhausted itself—the hope now is that a new approach may 
evolve. In the coming weeks perhaps men with greater spiritual vision 
and a greater knowledge of the human spirit will be emerging as the 
UN is drawn into the struggle and political shifts occur here. 

THE GENERALS, ADMIRALS AND COLONELS who have 
been running our embassies and halls of state should give way to some 
groups of practical Christian business men who know how to get along 
with folks, who know how to compromise and made a deal, who are 
familiar with Europe and Russia and the frustrations and oppressions 
which the little people have endured in their endless struggle forward. 
For the tough tyrants of Europe are but the twisted warped expression 
of the struggle of the little people. Eric Johnston, successful manufactur- 
er and incidentally Hollywood’s movie czar, has recently been in Moscow 
and he got along with the Russians—had a-tough time, but made a 
movie deal that brought some progress. These are quite a few American 
buyers in Moscow all the time, and many other Americans are doing 
business continually in leather goods, timber, oil, shipping, etc., with 
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and Russia. IT CAN BE DONE! 

The war seemed to leave American politicians brass-hat crazy. Of 
course, the generals, admirals and colonels are gentlemen of the high- 
est order,—brave and skilled in war,—but their training has not been 
in negotiation and patient compromise, the arts of business and peace. 

DISARMAMENT: Our present political and diplomatic impov- 
erishment is revealed in the manner by which we announced the Rus- 
sian proposal to cut down armaments by one-third, and to banish im- 
mediately the atomic bomb. Such derisive headlines as “Russian Arma- 
ment Gag,” “Communists Pull Another One” greeted the anxious 
American public. Russian proposals to disarm are treated as a “gag” 
by our leadership! Do you think the war-weary and frightened people 
of the world consider any proposal to disarm a “gag?’ While our head- 
lines talked about the Russian gag—European papers told how Americu 
spurned Russian disarmament proposals—and we lost another diplo- 
matic victory. For the little people everywhere do not care whose pro- 
posal it was. To say that Russia was insincere does not cover our blind 
fumbling. Thorough negotiations would have exposed their insincerity 
and that diplomatic victory would have been ours. 


NATIONALIZATION: There is international significance in the 
battle in the British Parliament over the nationalization of the 
British steel industry. The nationalization of the coal, light and power 
and other industries did not cause as much widespread concern as the 
Labor Government’s attempt to nationalize steel—because British steel 
has been a continuously profitable business and has many ties with 
American steel corporations and the cartels throughout Europe. The 
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The Moving Spotlight 
(continued) 

American bombers and navigate 
our “post-war lend-lease” sub- 
marines. The U. S. News indicated 
clearly that we have presented 
Turkey with a hundred million 
dollars worth of armed material 
at ten ceuts on the dollar—which 
amounts to one billion dollars 
worth of modern military equip- 
ment given to the Turks in the 
last few months. 

How would we feel if Russia 
were doing the same in Mexico? 
This is not a diplomatic move. 
It is an outright military flanking 
movement, with the incredible 
policy in Washington of calling tt 
diplomacy, and wondering why the 
Russians have become difficult. 

BITTER LAUGHTER: The 
world has been laughing at a for- 
mer American air pilot who re- 
nounced his American citizenship 
and made camp on a little patch of 
ground in front of the UN assem- 
bly hall in Paris, demanding the 
right to stay there as the first citi- 
zen of the World Federated Govy- 
ernment. But the laughter has a 
sound of death in it, for this young 
man, Garry Davis, who saw death 
fall from the skies all around him 
during the war, has taken his lone- 
ly stand hoping to awaken the 
world to the action that must 
come soon if we are to save our 
civilization. Mr. Davis 
rightfully, that unless nationalism 
and nationalistic selfishness and 
greed give way to the spirit of 
world citizenship, our civilization 
will not survive many years. “We 
must all become world citizens— 
the process must start soon. I’m 
willing to be the first.” And the 
world laughed. 

ATOMIC ENERGY is not the 
ultimate goal of scientific progress. 
Nuclear scientists now are report- 
ing that the atomic developments 
are but a half-way point toward a 
vast new understanding of man’s 
relationship to cosmic power. The 
next move is “a drive towards the 
sun.” The sun, with its inexhausti- 
ble radiation of heat and energy, 
presents a startling new challenge 
to the men who have already been 
able to measure release of heat and 
power in the infinitessimal parti- 
eles of the universe. Such great 
names in the nuclear field as Al- 
bert Einstein and Eugene P. Wig- 
nar are being identified with ener- 
gy studies of the sun. 

CHEMISTRY: A discovery of 
vast importance in the life of urban 
society has been announced by the 
American Chemical Society in the 
development of paints and cloth 
that will not only be fireproof but 
will block and smother flames al- 
ready started nearby. These new 
substances will make possible hun- 
dreds of revolutionary products 
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The Moving Spotlight 
(continued) 

such as lighter and more powerful 
electric motors, plastic substances 
that will resist heat, light and fire, 
and containers that will not cor- 
rode or rust. The secret is a sub- 
stance known as fluorocarbons, a 
new chemical developed during the 
war, formerly produced at prohibi- 
tive expense but now on the way 
toward cheap mass production. 

“MUST” READING: The re- 
port in the October issue of the 
Woman’s Home Companion ex- 
plains how able young physicians in 
thousands of American communi- 
ties are being barred from hospital 
practice by older doctors who are 
afraid of competition. This story 
was written by J. D. Ratcliff with 
a foreword by Dr. Allen O. Whip- 
ple, former president of the Ameri- 
can Board of Surgery. In a shovk- 
ingly high percentage of communi- 
ties, gifted young physicians are 
unable to secure appointments as 
members of the staffs of local ho-- 
pitals which is necessary before 
doctors can take their patients to 
those institutions. The young doc- 
tor may show great talent, may 
have served with distinction else- 
where, but if patients of his re- 
quire hospital care, he must refer 
them to a doctor already on the 
hospital staff.—probably never to 
see them again. Patients conclude 
that there must be something 
wrong with their young physician, 
—otherwise why isn’t he admitted 
to the hospital? Dean Willard 
Rappleye of Columbia University 
College of Physicians and 
geons considers this “the greatest 
waste in our present system of 
medical service.” Older physicians, 
guilty of these unjust monopolistic 
practices, are the ones who are 
making the loudest ery against all 
forms of public health progress, 
labelling them “socialized medi- 
cine”,— while they are the very 
ones who by their blindness and 
professional arrogance are making 
some form of socialized medicine 
inevitable. IX treme reforms can 
be curbed only by moderate refor- 
mation and sane progress. 

PROGRESSIVE CAPITAJ- 
ISTS: Between The Lines has 
frequently commented on the dis- 
tinctive work of a group of pro- 
gressive young industrialists, call- 
ed the Committee for Economic 
Development. Some of these meu 
are millionaires, or very high sal- 
aried executives of great indus: 
trial corporations, but they have 
maintained an enlightened pro- 
gressive attitude in their faith and 
practice of capitalism. This group 
have announced research projects 
for the coming months which in- 
clude: how to raise real wages and 
put more purchasing power in the 
pay envelope; safeguards against 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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Like people caught in a dream, like sleep walkers treading 
to mumbled phrases, much of the world today is caught in the 
hypnotic spell of modern materialism. What is still more em- 
phatic, this march can carry us to the brink of disaster as it has 
already carried millions. People who walk blindly to the seduc- 
tive rhythm of such thoughts as “Spiritual things do not mat- 


ter,” or “Only one’s own selfish wants are important,’ are walk- 
ing directly against the laws of God—and we can’t go far that 
way without walking into trouble. To seek the will of God and 
the good of others is the divine pattern of life. When we go that 
way we can walk with God. There is one thing we can all do 
about this—we can turn square around, and, for ourselves and 
in our own immediate world, reverse the trend. Our very turn- 
ing will jar and awaken others and help them to break the hyp- 
notic spell that modern materialism has cast over us. 





X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


steel industry of Britain is owned chiefly by the Tory aristocracy. The 
battle in Parliament over steel is now being fought, however, over the 
right of the House of Lords to veto a law. Since the Tories in the upper 
house own steel, they will veto any nationalization law affecting that 
industry. The British steel magnates are carrying on a world-wide 
publicity campaign, some of it reaching the American press and radio, 
to arouse widespread pressure against the dangers of nationalization. 
For such trends are looked upon with great fear by the steel barons and 
the industrial leaders of the western world. But the British Laborite 
slogan “Run the business for the people and not for the millionaires” is 
going to be heard around the world when unemployment and hunger 
again threaten—though that slogan isn’t even whispered over here. 
-BOMBS UNNECESSARY: The forces and figures in our national 
life responsible for dropping the atomic bombs in Japan have con- 
tinued their efforts to keep the American people thinking that the A- 
bombs won the war and “saved a million lives.” Although leading Navy 
spokesmen deny this vehemently, and although the special Bombing 
Commission sent to Japan also returned with a verdict that the atom 
Lomb had little part in the actual winning of the war,—all these au- 
thoritative voices have been drowned by the continued propaganda that 
the A-bombs won. the war. But recently a distinguished and reliable our- 
nalist, Bunshiro Suzuki, head of the Japanese edition of the Readers 
Digest, was interviewed by columnist and publisher, David Lawrence. In 
this interview, appearing in the U. S. News, Sept. 17, Mr. Suzuki also 
states flatly that, from the Japanese viewpoint, the atomic bomb was not 
necessary to win the war,—completely corroborating the findings of 
the Bombing Commission and our Navy. Mr. Suzuki points out that the 
war was already over,—that Japan was helpless,—that the American 
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The Moving Spotlight 
(continued) 
extremes of economic instability 
through fiscal and monetary poli- 
cies to combat inflation, deflation 
and international re-adjustment; 
and how to keep America’s eco- 
nomic and individual freedoms in 
a “military state.” This organinza- 
tion of progressive business men 
does not share the attitudes and 
policies of many of the powerful 
financial and industrial leaders of 
Amo>rica who are quick to throw 
a blockade against any trend that 
will increase Christian sharing in 
our troubled capitalism. 

PRICE CONTROLS: Recent 
surveys have shown that over half 
of the American people want price 
controls and rationing restored. 
Even the National Manufacturers 
Association, which spent huge 
sums to smash price controls, has 
had to admit that 56 per cent of 
the people would favor the return 
of regulatory law. The NAM has 
promised that if controls were 
lifted, prices would drop and in- 
flation would be stopped,—even 
they did not dream of the free for 
all profit-grab that would sweep 
the country when the restraints 
were lifted. 


Monopoly Suits 

COMPETITION: The Federal 
Government is bringing — suit 
against the nation’s four largest 
meat packers, charging them with 
strangling competition, selling at 
“loading” rather than “delivered” 
weights, controlling the supply of 
meats which each company obtains 
for sale by controlling the amount 
of livestock each will purchase; 
utilizing uniform cost formulas for 
arriving at selling prices; selling 
at identical prices in terms of sale; 
and otherwise using their influence 
to exert a monopolistic control 
over meat supplies and prices. The 
anti-trust division of the Dept. of 
Justice is bringing these suits to 
protect the interests of thousands 
of smaller meat and food processers 
and retailers. And remember, the 
Dept. of Justice never brings suit 
except after ample investigation 
and substantiation of repeated 
complaints filed by small business 
men reporting unfair and illegal 
competition. 

KICK-BACKS: The U. S. Gov- 
ernment, through its Dept. of 
Justice, is preparing a erack-down 
on the kick-back system in the op- 
tical business whereby manufac- 
turers of eve glasses pay a rebate 
to the eye doctors at the customer’s 
expense. The Dept. of Justice 
contends that this practice is wide- 
spread and has records of over 
3,000 eye doctors who have receiv- 
ed these kick-backs. Other doctors 
are vigorously opposed to the prac- 
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Monopoly Suits 
(continued) 
tice, and some have 
charities to receive their rebates. 
COLLUSION: A recent Feder- 
al anti-trust suit, filed first in 1940 
against American optical compa- 
nies, such as the great Bausch & 
Lomb Corporation and 33 others, 
was recently closed in court act- 
ion with fines of nearly $3,000 lev- 
elled against the defendants who 
pled nolo contendare to criminal 
indictments. They were charged 
with a combination of conspiracy 
and collusion to restrict the con- 
trol and sale of lenses, frames and 
mountings and to refuse to sell 
and distribute other popular types 
of similar products that threaten- 
ed their business and to use pres- 
sure to keep their products from 
being handled by firms not classi- 
fied by them as “eligible whole- 
salers.” 


designated 


Housing Scandal 


A nation-wide seandal in hous- 
ing for veterans will soon. be aired 
although the powerful Real Estate 
interests will continue to mini- 
and suppress this wherever 
possible. But the Government has 


mize 


already cracked down in many im- 
portant instances, and much big- 
ger fireworks are in the offing. 

Home builders who have cheated 
veterans from coast to coast are 
being investigated, following the 
pattern already begun in some of 
larger but 
right down to the smaller com- 
munities too. More than 30,000 vet- 
erans have filed complaints with 
the the last 
or two and their cases are in the 
hands of Dept. of Justice attor- 
neys and 300 special investigators 
from the Office of the Housing Ex- 
pediter. 

Already the Government has 
brought nearly 500 builders into 
court in both criminal and civil 
actions involving shoddy construc- 
tion, over-payments and other such 
swindles of and many 
fines and jail sentences have been 
imposed. However, the first aim of 
the Justice Department in these 
cases is to force the builder to cor- 
rect the poor construction or make 
cash settlement to the veteran, and 
generally when tight cases are pre- 
sented against the builders they are 
anixous to out of court. 
Here’s ain instance: A Baltimore 
contractor, now under indictment 
on 16 counts by a Federal grand 
jury, is accused of having omitted 
from 4 such things as 
screen doors, window locks, inside 
window weights, light 
fixtures and many other specified 
items. 


cities now reaching 
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Among other shabby tricks that 


the Government has turned up is 
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X-Ray and Forecast (contin) 
Navy was unquestionably in a position to force an absolute surrender 
by blockade and by further threat of air Thus 


unnecessary — 


and attacks. the 


sea 
Army’s insistence on an armed invasion was entirely 
and the slaughter of over 100,000 women and children in Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki a ghastly military blunder. If we needed to demonstrate 
the power of the bomb, it could have been dropped on some of the thinly 
settled areas in J apan—rather than upon crowded cities. 

This matter is of prine importance at the present moment be- 
cause there is a strong underground movement in Washington to get 
the A-bomb wrested out of the hands of the civilian commission and 
inalke it once more the exclusive monopoly of the military. Some large 
industrial interests, fearful of public control over the atom when it be- 
comes a source of industrial power, ave in league with the military in 
this movement, although eveiy effort is being made to keep the matter 
from public attention until the stage is set. 

ILL CO-OPS: The enemies of the consumer cooperatives in Ameri- 

ea, assuming a Republican election sweep, are already planning 
for the kill in the next Congress. News of this is suppressed now, for 
the most powerful co-ops are the Farmers Cooperatives,—and if the 
farmers knew that the Republican congressional leaders were making 
such plans it would have a ruinous effect on the rural Republican vote. 
The attack is being marshalled by Sen. Williams of Delaware, a figure 
closely allied with Du Pont interests. Sen. Williams made a fortune out 
of grain trading,—which explains his ahimosity against the co-ops, for 
many farmers have freed themselves from the long record of unreason- 
oble profit-taking of the grain middleman through cooperative market- 
ing. The proposed Williams bill has a lot to say about “just taxation,” 
presenting the claim that the co-ops should pay the same tax rates as 
profit-making corporations. The defense of the co-op leaders is that the 
large bulk of corporation profits goes to a few wealthy owners while the 
gain of a co-op is redistributed to a widely diffused ownership and in 
reality becomes a medium whereby the cost of essential goods is lowered 
to the consumer. The charge that co-ops are communistie is illiterate 
in terms of economics. The co-ops are just as “capitalistic” as corpora- 
tions because the means of production is not owned by the state—as in 
socialism or communism—but by private individuals. Thus the taxation 
of corporation profits is a way of curbing the piling up of wealth in 
the hands of the few, while the taxation of co-ops would be a means of 
weakening if not destroying the opportunity of a wide group of small 
consumers to lower price costs to themselves by their right to own and 
control a business vital to their economic existence 
seed and grain marketing is to the farmer. 


such as fertilizer, 


With the immense growth of the co-ops, large business interests 
have tried to prepare themselves for their battle with the consumer move- 
ment by selling stocks to the general public. Nationwide publicity through 
full page ads is being given to this wider distribution of stock, but the 
great bulk of corporation ownership still rests in the hands of the few 
who draw off the profits in huge salaries, commissions and bonuses while 
the thousands of “widows and retired people who are our stock holders” 
to quote from current ads, get the little 5 per cent dividends—when 
business is good. (See Between The Lines, July 12, 1948). 

The only way American capitalism is going to meet the increas- 
ing pressure of socialization from abroad and the consumer movement 
among the little people at home is to widen the bases of profit-sharing — 
pay less at the top—and share more with little stock holder and worker. 

ERHAPS we spoke too hopefully of a change in American diplomacy 

in ease of a Republican viectory,—with lay leadership in the person 
of John Foster Dulles, replacing the present military domination in 
Washington. Some of our readers do not seem to have the confidence 
in Mr. Dulles which we expressed. They may be right, but we still believe 
that any change that removes the military domination would be a great 
improvement. 





ETWEEN THE LINES maintains a Book Service Department 

to help you select volumes of lasting importance for your private 
library. Not many people can afford a large library, but no intelligent 
Christian layman can afford NOT to have a small library that in- 
cludes books of lasting significance. From time to time we select and 
recommend such books. Now just off the press is a small book, “Ma- 
hatma Gandhi,” written about the greatest figure of our age, written 
by the noted missionary to India, E. Stanley Jones, who knew Gaindhi 
intimately and can tell of him in terms of spiritual as well as world 
significance. If you want to own this book, send us your name and 
address and $2 plus 10¢ for handling, and we will forward it to you 
pre-paid. (Published by Abingdon-Cokesbury). 











Housing Scandal 
(continued) 
the frequent use of swampy, boggy 
land for housing projects. A quick, 
inexpensive, temporary draining 
job is done; the houses are built 
and sold; and then in a few months 
water seeps back into the base- 
ment—to stay. The land is then 


revealed unsuitable for permanent 
Such lots are 
the 
home buyer, when the real estate 


building structures. 


ofter sold at $1000 each to 


interests got the property for as 
low as $100 per lot. Many over- 
charges, systems of extra fees and 
camouflaged “assessments” are also 
being revealed in the papers hand- 
led for the veterans by the Build- 
ing, Loan and Mortgage compa- 
nies. 

Reports from our own sources 
on these matters can be verified by 
a series of statements released to 
the NEA Syndicate by Douglas 
Larsen during early September, 
although many editors failed to 
pick up the story. 

The fear of blundering and 
wasteful Government bureaucracy 
is real, but the National Real Es- 
tate interests, which have used this 
threat in attempts to block all Gov- 
ernment planning and regulations, 
had better realize that the threat of 
greed and selfishness is also real— 
and makes the intervention and 
participation by the Government 
inevitable. 





STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, 

MANAGEMENT, AND CIRCULA- 

TION REQUIRED BY THE ACT OF 

CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24, 1912, AS 

AMENDED BY THE ACTS OF 

MARCH 3, 1933, AND JULY 2, 1946 

39 U. S. C. 233) 
Of Between The Lines, published Bi- 
monthly except June, July and August 
when it is monthly. 
At Demarest, N. J. for 
1948. 
1. The names and addresses of the 
publisher, editor, managing editor, and 
business managers are: 

Publisher, Charles A. Wells, 
Madison Ave., New York City 16, N. Y. 

Editor, Charles A. Wells, 152 Madison 
Ave., New York City 16, N. Y. 

2. The owner is: Charles A. Wells, 
152 Madison Ave., New York City 16, 
a - 

3. The known bondholders, mortga- 
gees, and other security holders owning 
or holding 1 percent or more of total 
amount of bonds, mortgages, or other 
securities are: None. 

4. The two paragraphs next 
giving the names of the 
holders, and security 
contain not only the 
holders and security holders as they 
apprar upon the books of the com- 
pany in cases where the 
stocl or s curity holder ap- 
pe upon the books of the com- 
panv as trustee or in any other 
fiduciary relation, the name of the 
person or corporation for whom such 
trustee is acting, is given; also that 
the said two paragraphs contain state- 
ments embracing affiant’s full know- 
ledge and belief as to the circumstances 
and conditions under which _ stock- 
holders and security holders who do 
not appear upon the books of the 
company as trustees, hold stock and 
securities in a canacity other than that 
of a bona fide owner; and this affiant 
has no reason to believe that any other 
person, association, or corporation has 
any interest direct or indirect in the 
said stock, bonds, or other securities 
than as so stated by him. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me 
this 23rd day of September, 1948. 

Charles A. Wells, 

Editor and Publisher 

Cornelia C. Hicks 
Notary Public 

(My commission expires at end of 
next Session of Senate.) 


October Ist, 


above, 
owners, stock- 
holders, if any, 
list of stock- 





